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Prayers 

  Morning 7 AM Tues. - Sun. 
  Evening 5 PM Tues. - Sat. 

 
 Morning Mass 

  7:30 AM Tues. & Thurs. 
 

Weekly Prayer 
  10 - 11:30 AM Tues. 

 
Prayer & Support Groups 

 HIV AIDS - 2nd Thurs. 7 PM 
 

Work Day-2nd Sat. of 
month 

 8 AM - 1 PM, including 
lunch 

 
 

Closed on Mondays 
 
 

Newsletter may be viewed  
in color on the web site: 

 
www.sanctuaryofhope.org 

The Advancing Dawn  
November 15, 2011 

      Assumption of Mary into Heaven 

Dear friends of Sanctuary of Hope, 

Welcome to fall and winter and the beginning of our Advent to Christmas journey 
of Faith and Love once again!  I am learning how to accept my own limitations and 
rejoice in my gifts and the gifts of others.  I sure want to be more aware of God’s 
abiding presence in my life and let go of all the anxiety of getting done the next 
thing on the agenda and miss what is right under my own nose, so to speak.  Yes, I 
will have to let things go and trust that God will take care of them.  So many times 
I want to hold on and work it out, but God says, be still and lean on Me! I 
encounter the pain in many, their lonely hearts and all I can do is simply entrust 
them to God, as I do myself. 
 
At Sanctuary of Hope, we continue to pray for so many, especially their challenges 
today and also their victories.  When you hear someone is cured of cancer or 
someone has forgiven a hurt in their life and wants to move on and grow, what a 
blessing that is!  Someone told me that they wanted to stop holding others captive 
by their own pain.  I don’t think that I have ever heard it said so well. Like this 
brave soul, we need to move along with our lives and claim the joy of victory for 
ourselves as God provides new arenas for our growth and deeper walk of Faith and 
Love.   Jesus says: “Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they 
gather nothing into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more 
important than they? Can any of you by worrying add a single moment to your life 
span?” (Matthew 6: 26-27) 
 
Advent into Christmas is a time to be patient, like God is with us, Emmanuel!  I 
have heard that patience is God’s way of saving us.  Sure we all want things to turn 
for the better, to be reconciled, to fix the problem and then move on.  But many 
times we just have to wait and see, believing that God knows best and God’s 
timing is impeccable!  Yes, we need to do our work, like the farmer who plants the 
seed, or the woman that gives birth to the child, and then we wait to see the full 
outcome, an outcome that contains my best with the best of God’s grace.   
 
When we are patient, then the result is always a surprise and richer than we could 
ever imagine or dream, as we hear in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 3: 20-21:  “to 
him who is able to accomplish far more than all we ask or imagine, by the power at 
work within us.”  What a child it was born for us: Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace! 
 



 

  

 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

We were blest to have new people come to see our retreat center this year and attend The Hope Benefit, our largest fund 
raiser for the year.  Some people asked how we are supported.  Even though the archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas 
lets us use the property and enables me to be here as the director, our largest support comes from donations by people 
like yourselves.  Yes, we do need capital and you might consider putting us in your will or making us the beneficiary of 
some type of charitable trust.  What touches my heart are the regular donations that come in faithfully, monthly or 
quarterly.  But the other blessing that has built SOH into such an excellent retreat center is all the in kind donations that 
continue to happen here.  So if you want to volunteer at carpentry, painting, yard work, gardening, cleaning, 
receptionist, cooking, kitchen work, ministry to the inner city, do come by and/or give us a call at the office number. 
 

We all deeply thank you for your support, prayers and sacrifices to keep the dream of SOH alive.  Know we remember 
you and your needs in our daily prayers and we ask that each of you, especially your family and friends, the poor 
among us, will know how much God loves you and delights in you.  Do have a most blessed Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and New Year of 2012 as we await the marriage of heaven and earth at the end of time! 
 

Some New Year resolutions: 
1.  We will choose life over death and love over fear; together we will tell at least 5 other people about the prayer and 
retreat ministry at ole SOH. 
2. We will develop another gift, talent or ability that we have; together we will expand our outreach to some of the 
newest cultures in our community or neighborhood. 
3. We will spend more quality time with our own family and/or community; together we will be courageous of heart 
in our prayer life and social times with one another. 
4.  We will make a friend, be a friend and bring a friend to God; together we will invite families, businesses,  
organizations and faith institutions to come and use ole SOH. 
5.   We will give at least one full day of labor to SOH: together we will envision a labyrinth, healing center and 
hermitages to compliment the existing mission of SOH. 
 

I ask your help to accomplish these dreams through your donations of time, talents and treasures.  I ask your prayers 
that each day we can all accept our own imperfections/gifts and through them see the image of God in everyone we 
meet. 
 
Love, Prayers and Gratitude, 
Fr. Dennis Wait, Spiritual Director 

“Accept  
each day  

as a gift from  
God.”  

 
NEW SANCTUARY OF HOPE COOKBOOK   

A committee is being formed to create a new Sanctuary of Hope cookbook. The last one has been sold out for several years and many 
have asked about getting one. Anyone can submit an original recipe.  We would like to get as many people involved as possible, family 
members, friends, neighbors, etc. Nothing out of another cookbook or other source. Please contact us for the proper form.  

 1.  All recipes need to be typed with clear instructions and ingredients.  (i.e. (1) 16oz can of diced tomatoes, not 1 can of   
            tomatoes. 
 2.  Your name will be attached to the recipe. (i.e. Stephen  Sullivan). We also need your phone  number, address & e-mail  
            (if you have one). These will not be published with the cookbook.  
 3.  Please include nutritional information ,if possible, if not, we will use our program to add this. 
 4.  Recipes should be submitted under one of the following categories:  

  APPETIZERS, BEVERAGES 
  SOUPS, SALADS 
  VEGETABLES 
  MAIN DISHES 
  BREADS, ROLLS 
  DESSERTS 

   MISCELLANEOUS  
Anyone interested in serving on the committee should contact the chairman Stephen Sullivan at Sanctuary of Hope, 
stephen@sanctuaryofhope.org  or  913-321-4673.  If you are interested in purchasing a cookbook, please let us know so we have  
an idea if there is enough interest in the project.  



 

 

 Fr. Dennis Wait – Founder and Spiritual Director for Sanctuary of Hope (SOH)  
 

Thank you for your special support in so many ways to SOH - you are a Guardian of Hope. 
Our annual Guardians of Hope Appeal began 16 years ago.  I am grateful for your love and sacrifice 

that continues to keep the miracle of SOH alive.  May I ask your help in two ways?  

FINANCIAL SUPPORT:  
�x�� Would you consider making a one time or pledge contribution                                                                             

and return this form in the enclosed envelope? 
 
Please accept my support in the amount of $_____ for 2012. 
 
This is a      ___ one time gift                          or  ___ monthly or quarterly Pledge during 2012 
 
Name ________________________ Address_____________________________________________________ 
 
 I (We) commit to regular prayer (i.e. Weekly) for Sanctuary of Hope’s ministry. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
HOPE REQUEST 
�x�� Each Tuesday morning 10-12, our prayer group meets (we have been meeting for 16 years). I invite 

you to join in prayer at that time, wherever you are, as well as to share a request, which we will focus 
on in prayer during these meetings. Feel free to share a request and place it in the enclosed envelope.  

 
I (our) request is: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you so much for all the support you continue to share. 
Many Blessings, 
Fr. Dennis 



 

 

THE HOPE BENEFIT 2011 
 
Yet another “miracle” occurred on the evening of November 5th at the Reardon Center in Kansas City, KS, 
when old and new friends, family and the faith community of Sanctuary of Hope came together for the 6th 
annual Hope Benefit. The “miracle” was that of the “Instruments of Love” 
that were played in the form of the enormous generosity and support for 
Sanctuary of Hope from so many. It was a miracle that once again over 250 
guests arrived at the Reardon Center, and were greeted with the loving care 
and hospitality provided by Sr. Antonella and her team of volunteers. As they 
descended the escalator to the entrance of the ballroom, they were greeted by 
none other than old Santa Claus himself, and that was not Fr. Dennis, but our 
own Stephen Sullivan, who dressed as the big guy himself! If you were lucky, 
perhaps you even got your picture with Santa. 
Once our guests stepped inside the ballroom, all were treated with the “miracle” of the beauty of our table 

settings and decorations. The centerpieces were lovingly created by Shelly 
Gertzberger with materials donated by Jane and Gary Walton. The white 
chair coverings and royal blue sashes were loaned to us for the evening by 
Connie Cervantes, who despite her son’s serious medical condition, wanted 
to give something back to Sanctuary of Hope in return for the love and 
prayers she has received. As we all mingled during the cocktail hour, we 
were serenaded by the beautiful “Instruments of Love” played by the 
Brumley Brothers, who entertained us through dinner, compliments of 

William Dunn and Roberta Wilkes. In no time, people began to realize the wonderful donated treasures that 
awaited them in the Silent Auction area, jockeying to make sure to have the highest bid before the tables 
closed.  Soon it was time for Master of Ceremonies, William Dunn, to call us all to dinner, introduce our 
Honorary Co-Chairs and have Father Dennis give the opening prayer. As this was happening, the friendly and 
talented staff of the Reardon Center began serving our delicious meal, and the wine on the tables, much of 
which was underwritten by donors, started to flow! The ballroom was quickly filled with a love and an energy 
reminiscent of a big family dinner, making the 27 tables feel like one big table. So many new and old friends 
reconnecting and catching up on what had happened since last year’s Hope Benefit. The comment we hear the 
most from those that attend our benefit is how it has the feeling of a family reunion and how the hospitality of 
all involved is awesome! 
While everyone finished up their desserts and sipped on coffee, it was time to get serious with raising some 
real money for Sanctuary of Hope by way of the Live Auction. And what a miracle that was, as each item 
went for more than we got last year, and for one item the bidding escalated to a high enough amount that we 
sold two of them, doubling the benefit to SOH. And then it was time for the final item, and everyone had the 
opportunity to pitch in to help SOH fund the need for a new tractor to care for the 33+ acres. In a matter of 
minutes, we had raised over $10,000 to go towards the purchase of a new John Deere tractor, which made Fr. 
Dennis exclaim….WOW!!!!  What a miracle, from the $1,000 donors down to all those that donated $50 to 
fund this need. 
Well, by then it was time to once again hear the Instruments of Love, compliments of the very talented Ed 
Smith Band, which started playing as our guests hit the dance floor.  From swing to polka, to salsa and rock, 
everyone enjoyed the opportunity to work off that dinner, especially the Rangels and the Sulit family and 
guests. A great way to end our benefit which is SOH’s biggest fundraiser and truly a blessing. We hope to see 
you all next year at the 7th annual Hope Benefit, on November 3rd, where we will continue to keep the miracle 
of Sanctuary of Hope alive…….Until then, may God continue to bless you and Sanctuary of Hope!! 
 
 

       



 

 

Sanctuary of Hope’s beautiful 33 acre panorama features rolling forested 
hills, grassy flat meadows and slopes, ponds and lawn is shared by wild turkey, 
deer, raccoon, opossum, squirrel and its people.   

 

The postcard picturesque 120 year old building, walks, paths and 
quaint outbuildings are accented with lovely shrines and gardens-all works of 
love from generations of devotees to this sacred ground.  Each era blends new 
with old and maintains the tranquil, therapeutic nature. 

 

This year, numerous volunteer groups and individuals have added their 
brush strokes to this mantle-piece view with assorted techniques and tastes.  Our 
palette is governed by the non-profit Mother Hubbard budget but through the goodness of those who donated more than 
50 flats of annual and perennial flowers: boxes of lily, tulip, and crocus bulbs; trees, seeds, and shrubs; Sanctuary was 
transformed.  Gorgeous urns, birdbaths, and bird feeders dot old and new flowerbeds anchored with interesting shrubs 
and trees. 

 

A rototiller, lawn tractor, cordless electric push mower, bags of soil and amenities enabled the plant material to 
put down roots, and all these donations are housed in the four-stall garage now supplied with electricity through newly 
installed underground conduit.  The rainwater from the flat pitched roof of this structure is channeled through 6 inch ADS 
pipe underground in trenches dug by volunteer youth groups through the fly ash soil of the west meadow towards a newly 
renovated and terraced garden site 330 feet away.  Also, one-third of the main building roof rainwater is now piped away 
from the building with 160 feet of 6 inch PVCS&D and both of these systems will eventually be stored and used to 
irrigate the vegetable and landscape gardens with GravityOD providing the Power. 

 

New stairways, natural log retaining walls, railroad tie retaining walls and mulched 
trails are protected by drainage culverts and embankments.  Further erosion control is 
needed and non-fly ash contaminated soil is needed to grow vegetables.  Weather was 
extreme with heat and drought of Summer into Fall following a heavy snow packed 
Winter.  Weeding and praying the bugs, squirrels, and deer don’t eat most everything 
produces the best results.  Surely, Father Dennis’ prayer kept the large sections of trees 
from falling on gardens or structures when storms tore them loose.  Padre is even 
praying for a new tractor to replace our 30 year old International, which is held 
together by God’s grace.   

 This years opportunities and challenges indicated the promise of years to 
come here and we hope many more people will visit, wander, kneel and weed and/or 

MOTHER’S DAY REMINDER 
MAY 12, 2012 

                          
Sanctuary of Hope 

Would like to extend our sincere thanks for making the 
“ HONOR THY MOTHER BREAKFAST” 

with Mariachi Serenade 
 a success these last two years. 

 

The breakfast will be held again next year on May 12, 2012  
Reardon Center, 520 Minnesota Ave., Kansas City Kansas  66101 

 
Men remember your wives 

Honor that special Grandmother 
Ladies a special friend in your lives 

A beautiful way to remember a special Mom 
Just because you are a MOM!  



 

 
Download God, Upload Prayer! 

God, can you hear me now? 
 

          16th Annual Meditation, Music & Movement Concert           
Sunday February 12, 2012 

2:00 – 4:00PM  Chapel  
Featuring:  

“Angel with a Harp” Connie Wollenhaupt  and             
Sursum Corda “Lift up your Hearts” Choral Ensemble 

   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 We need volunteers for various areas to assist in this concert.  From setting up both  
 the chapel and dining room, to serving guests at the tea.  We need greeters, a photographer, 
  an elevator operator, a tour guide and someone to coordinate performers. 
            If you are willing to help in any of these areas, please contact Kathy Jennings at 913-523-5015. 

  
Thanks to the dedication  
of our SOH volunteers 

 and the tireless commitment of  
Assistant Director, Stephen Sullivan,    

Sanctuary of Hope has participated in the  
Kansas City Kansas CABA parade every year.   

 
Thanks to all  

who helped decorate the van and  
contributed to the success  

of this endeavor! 



 

 

COMING EVENTS  
 

  November 19 Contemplative Outreach’s Silent Saturday 8:30am-12noon -(lunch available) 
  November 24 Thanksgiving Day Mass @ 8:00am - light breakfast following - RSVP 
  December 7       Respite, Renewal & Reflection for Caregivers 2:00-4:00pm & 7:00-9:00pm 
  December 10     Work Day & Associates Gathering 8:00am-1:00pm, lunch included  
  December 20     Women’s Mini-Retreat 6:30-9:30pm 
  December 25     Christmas Mass 10am followed by light brunch, please RSVP 
  January 14            Work Day 8:00am-1:00pm, lunch included 
  January 24         Women’s Mini-Retreat 6:30-9:30pm 
  January 28         Silent Saturday 9:00am-Noon 
  February 11         Work Day 8:00am-1:00pm, lunch included 
  February 12       Meditation in Music & Movement Annual Concert 2:00-4:00pm 
  February 21       Women’s Mini-Retreat 6:30-9:30pm 
  March 10             Work Day 8:00am-1:00pm, lunch included  
  March 24           Silent Saturday 9:00am-Noon 
   
   

WISH LIST  
 

�x��Volunteers for the kitchen 
�x��Donation of sectional scaffolding sets  
�x��Volunteers for our monthly work day 

�x��Donation of new chairs for chapel and dining room 

 “I came so that they might have life, and have it more abundantly.”  
John 10:10 

Save the Date 
 

 Fr. Dennis Wait 
40th Anniversary of Priesthood 

May 26th, 2012 
St. Mary/St. Anthony Church 

615 North 7th Street 
Kansas City, KS 66101 

 
 4 PM Parish Mass 
Reception and meal 

 To follow in the Church Hall 
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Save the Date!   

June 16, 2012  
Sanctuary of Hope’s  

13 th Annual  
“Run the Good Race”  

5K Run  
and  

Pancake Breakfast  


